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MARRIAGE OF TUBERCULOUS PERSONS. 

A JUDICIAL DECISION ANNULLING THE MARRIAGE OF A PERSON WHO CONCEALED 
THE FACT THAT HE WAS SUFFERDTO FROM TUBERCULOSIS. 

The courts have held in a number of instances that the marriage 
of a person suffering from a venereal disease might be annulled at 
the instance of the other party to the marriage when the existence of 
the disease had been concealed. The Supreme Court of the State of 
New York, in Sobol v. Sobol (p. 3175 of this issue of the Public 
Health Keports) carries this legal principle one step farther. 

The defendant (the husband) had been treated for tuberculosis 
and knew that he was suffering from the disease. He concealed this 
fact from his fiancee, and explained certain symptoms by saying that 
he was suffering from a cold. After the marriage his wife discovered 
the nature of his illness and brought suit to annul the marriage. 
No issue resulted from the union. 

The court decided that, in view of the possible serious consequences 
of such a marriage to the wife, to the children if any should be born, 
and to the community, the marriage contract should be annulled. 
The legal basis of the decision was the fraud of the defendant in 
concealing and misrepresenting the condition of his health. 



THE PREVENTION OF PELLAGRA. 
A TEST OP DIET AMONG INSTITUTIONAL INMATES. 

By Joseph Goldbeegeb, surgeon; C. H. Waring, assistant surgeon, and David G. Willeis, assistant 
epidemiologist, United States Public Health Service. 

INTRODUCTION. 

(By Goldbeegeb.) 

In a paper published June 26, 1914, attention was called to certain 
epidemiological observations relating to pellagra which appeared 
inexplicable on any theory of communicability. These observations 
showed that, at certain institutions at which pellagra was either 
epidemic or had long been endemic among the inmates, the nurse3 
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